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Press Release
April 1, 2010
MINNEAPOLIS MUSICAL THEATRE PUTS A TWIST ON
THE JERRY HERMAN CLASSIC MUSICAL
“MAME”
PLAYS JUNE 11 - 27, 2010 AT THE ILLUSION THEATER

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(Minneapolis/St.Paul)  Minneapolis Musical Theatre today announced the full cast and crew for its June production of the classic musical Mame.  If there’s a patron saint of laughing in the face of hard economic times it’s Mame Dennis, aka “Auntie Mame,” the larger-than-life central figure in the award-winning musical Mame, scheduled to run June 11 – 27 at the Illusion Theater in Minneapolis.  

Directed by MMT artistic director and co-founder Steven Meerdink, Mame features MMT co-founder Kevin Hansen in the title role of Mame Dennis.  Tickets are $25 to $28, and are on sale through the Illusion Theater box office at 612-339-4944 or online at www.aboutmmt.org.

“When we decided to present Mame,” says MMT Artistic Director Steven Meerdink, “we knew we needed to add an element that would be as outrageous today, as when the character of Auntie Mame was first introduced in 1955.  By placing a man in the title role, this gives us an opportunity to add our own twist while still being true to the original material.  Our audiences are already familiar with Kevin Hansen from several performances, most notably as Albin/ZaZa in La Cage aux Folles.  We are also excited to welcome back the comic talents of Karen Wiese-Thompson (Vera Charles) and Crystal Manik (Agnes Gooch).”
Mame is one of the most enduring and popular shows in musical comedy history.  The staying power of its story stretches from the original novel, Auntie Mame by Edward Everett Tanner III (writing under the pen name Patrick Dennis); to the movie and stage versions of the same name, both starring Rosalind Russell; to its final incarnation as the Broadway musical Mame, originally starring Angela Lansbury.  A later film version of the musical featured Lucille Ball in the title role.
The madcap life of eccentric Mame Dennis and her bohemian, arty clique is disrupted when her deceased brother's 10-year-old son Patrick is entrusted to her care.  Rather than bow to convention, Mame introduces the boy to her free-wheeling lifestyle, instilling in him her favorite credo, "Life is a banquet, and most poor sons-of-bitches are starving to death."  Mame loses her fortune in the Wall Street Crash of 1929 and tries her hand at a number of jobs, with comically disastrous results, but perseveres with good humor and an irrepressible sense of style.
(continued)

MMT Cast and Artistic Staff

The cast of MMT’s production of Mame includes:  Kevin Hansen (Mame Dennis), Graham Zima (Young Patrick / Peter), Max Wojtanowicz (Patrick), Karen Wiese-Thompson (Vera Charles), Crystal Manik (Agnes Gooch), Ryan Halliday (Ito), Christian Unser (Beauregard Burnside), Quinn Shadko (Gloria Upson), Alexis Clarksean (Pageen Ryan), Brent Teclaw (Dwight Babcock), Darren Hensel (Uncle Jeff), Kecia Rehkamp (Cousin Fan), Laurie Etchen (Mother Burnside), Billie Jo Konze (Sally Cato), Andrew Newman (Junior Babcock), Caleb Craig (Gregor), Jodi Tripp (Madame Branislowski), Paul R. Coate (Lindsay), Ryan Grimes (Mr. Upson), and Mary Stenson (Mrs. Upson).
The artistic staff for Mame includes MMT co-founder Steven Meerdink (Director/ Choreographer), Lori Maxwell (Musical Director) and C. Ryan Shipley (Assistant Director).  Other members of the artistic staff are:  Joshua Stevens (Scenic Designer), Julia Owens (Costume Designer), Emily Hanson (Rehearsal Accompanist), Wu Chen Khoo (Light Designer), Lucas Melchior (Sound Designer), Jay Schueller (Technical Director/Scenic Construction) and Sarah Bauer (Stage Manager).

MMT’s Upcoming 2010-2011 Season

The Minneapolis Musical Theatre recently announced its upcoming 2010-2011 season – an entire season comprised of area premieres.  First up is the cult favorite Evil Dead: The Musical (Fall 2010), followed by the new pop rock musical Bare (Winter 2011), which focuses on a group of high school students at a private catholic school.  Rounding out the season is the Tony Award-winning musical Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (Spring 2011), based on the popular film of the same name.

About Minneapolis Musical Theatre

Minneapolis Musical Theatre (MMT) is dedicated to providing community access to high quality, affordable works of musical theatre that have never or rarely been performed in the Twin Cities. Founded in 1992 originally as a touring troupe, MMT presented its first full season of musicals in the Twin Cities in the 2000-2001 season.  It has produced over 40 musical productions, including an impressive 19 area premieres, to significant critical and audience acclaim.  

Led by artistic director Steven Meerdink, MMT moved to its new home at the Illusion Theater in downtown Minneapolis in October 2008.  From 2002–2008, MMT performed downtown at Hennepin Stages (formerly Hey City Theater), and previously was the Company in Residence at the Bryant Lake Bowl Cabaret Theater.  For more information about MMT and its productions, visit www.aboutmmt.org.
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Mame

Presented by Minneapolis Musical Theatre

June  11 – 27, 2010

Music and Lyrics by Jerry Herman

Book byJerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee

(Based on the novel, 'Auntie Mame' by Patrick Dennis)
Venue:

The Illusion Theater

8th Floor of Hennepin Center for the Arts

528 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis, MN  55403 (corner of 6th and Hennepin)

Tickets:

$25-$28

Box Office:  612-339-4944

Online:  www.aboutmmt.org
MAME PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	June 2010
	
	
	
	11

7:30 p.m.
	12

7:30 p.m.

	13

7:30 p.m.
	
	
	
	17 

7:30 p.m.
	18

7:30 p.m.
	19

7:30 p.m.

	20 (ASL/AD)
7:30 p.m.
	21

7:30 p.m.
	
	
	24 (Disc.)
7:30 p.m.
	25

7:30 p.m.
	26

7:30 p.m.

	27

2:30 p.m.
	
	
	
	
	
	


Disc. = Post-show audience discussion (all attendees are invited to stay)
ASL/AD = American Sign Language (ASL) and Audio Described (AD) performance                                                 

   # # #

[image: image1.png]