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Press Release
December 26, 2006
MINNEAPOLIS MUSICAL THEATRE PRESENTS “ZOMBIE PROM”

AREA PREMIERE OF OFF-BROADWAY MUSICAL COMEDY
MINNEAPOLIS, December 26, 2006 – The Minneapolis Musical Theatre (MMT) announces final casting for its area premiere of the musical comedy “Zombie Prom” opening on Friday, March 2, 2007 at Hennepin Stages (formerly Hey City Theater) in downtown Minneapolis.  Written by the writing team of Dana P. Rowe (music) and John Dempsey (book and lyrics), who are also responsible for writing the musicals “The Fix” and “The Witches of Eastwick”, “Zombie Prom” received workshop productions in Florida and New York (featuring Tony Award-winning actress Kristen Chenoweth in the lead female role of Toffee) before opening Off-Broadway on April 9, 1996 at the Variety Arts Theatre.
Mix together the best of “Little Shop of Horrors”, “Grease” and “Bat Boy: the musical”, and you get “Zombie Prom”, the Off-Broadway musical that has audiences rolling in the aisles.  Set in the nuclear 1950s, it’s just another day for the students at Enrico Fermi High until Jonny Warner, distraught after being rejected by his sweetheart Toffee, hurls himself into the local nuclear reactor.  But when Jonny reappears as a nuclear zombie, the tyrannical principal Miss Strict threatens to cancel the prom rather than let him back into the school.  A tragic tale of terror that will have you singing!

“A blast... Slick fun for the whole nuclear family…
If you like Grease you [will] love Zombie Prom.”
– N.Y. Daily News.

(continued)

The Minneapolis Musical Theatre production of “Zombie Prom” features Shaun Nathan Baer (MMT’s “Bat Boy: the musical”, “Convenience” and “La Cage aux Folles”) as Jonny, Emily Brooke Hansen (MMT’s “Chess” and “Tommy”) as Toffee, Kim Kivens as Principal Delilah Strict and Tom Karki (MMT’s “Bat Boy: the musical” and “Chess”) as news reporter Eddie Flagrante.  The ensemble features Andrea Alioto (Candy), Lisa Bark (Ginger), Joe Bombard (Jake), Robbie Droddy (Josh), Christine Nelson Karki (Coco) and Samuel VanWyk (Joey).  Steven J. Meerdink directs with musical direction by Kevin Hansen and choreography by Catherine Battocletti.

Founded in 1992, the Minneapolis Musical Theatre is dedicated to producing works of musical theater never before, or very rarely, seen in the Twin Cities.  MMT first gained attention as ‘Company in Residence’ at the Bryant Lake Bowl Cabaret Theater before moving to its current home at Hennepin Stages (formerly Hey City Theater) in 2002.  The Minneapolis Musical Theatre has presented a wide variety of rarely seen classics and area premieres.  Several of its productions, including “When Pigs Fly”, “Bat Boy: the musical” and “The Who’s Tommy”, have been honored with outstanding musical recognition by Twin Cities press.
“Zombie Prom” opens March 2, 2007 and plays Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays through March 25, 2007 at Hennepin Stages (formerly Hey City Theater) in downtown Minneapolis.  An additional performance has been added on Monday, March 19.  The performance on Sunday, March 11 will be ASL interpreted/audio described, and a post-show audience discussion will be held following the performance on Thursday, March 15.  Performances are at 7:30 p.m. with the exception of the final Sunday matinee at 2:30 p.m.  For tickets ($24.00), call (612) 673-0404, order online at www.ticketmaster.com or visit MMT’s website at www.aboutmmt.org.
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