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Press Release
December 12, 2011
MINNEAPOLIS MUSICAL THEATRE CO-FOUNDERS FEATURED
IN AREA PREMIERE OF TWO-PERSON MUSICAL

THE STORY OF MY LIFE


STEVEN MEERDINK AND KEVIN HANSEN APPREAR TOGETHER
ON STAGE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN SIX YEARS.

HANSEN’S FINAL MMT PRODUCTION
AS HE PREPARES TO RETIRE AT THE END OF THIS SEASON.


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(Minneapolis/St.Paul)  Minneapolis Musical Theatre is pleased to announce the area premiere of the new two-person musical THE STORY OF MY LIFE, playing March 9 – 25, 2012 at the Illusion Theater in downtown Minneapolis.  This production brings MMT co-founders Steven Meerdink and Kevin Hansen back together on stage for the first time in six years (following their appearance as George and Albin/Zaza in MMT’s 2006 hit production of Jerry Herman’s La Cage aux Folles).  This also marks Hansen’s final MMT production as he prepares to retire from the organization at the end of the 2011 – 2012 season.

“I’m thrilled to be a part of bringing this amazing show to Twin Cities audiences,” says guest director Christine Karki.  “As an area premiere of a new work, it perfectly fits MMT’s mission of bringing new or rarely seen musicals to local audiences.  In addition, the story is a touching reminder of the importance of friendships and reconnecting with the simplest and purest qualities in our lives.”

Thomas Weaver (Steven Meerdink) is a best-selling, award-winning author.  Alvin Kelby (Kevin Hansen) was his best friend for thirty years.  But time can test the bonds of friendship – and when it does, Thomas calls on the only resource he has – his stories of Alvin – to learn where things went wrong.  A richly melodic musical, THE STORY OF MY LIFE is a soaring tribute to the power of friendship and the people who change our lives forever.

THE STORY OF MY LIFE features music and lyrics by Neil Bartram and book by Brian Hill.  Mr. Bartram is the recipient of a Dramatists Guild Jonathan Larson Fellowship, a Jonathan Larson Foundation Award, and was a finalist for the 2007 Fred Ebb Award.  Mr. Hill was Associate Director of Disney’s The Little Mermaid and served as Resident Director of The Lion King for six years.  Following developmental readings at Manhattan Theatre Club, The Eugene O'Neill Theater Center,

and CanStage, THE STORY OF MY LIFE was produced in Toronto at the Canadian Stage Company in 2006.  It was next produced at the National Alliance for Musical Theatre's Festival of New Musicals in the fall of 2007.  The musical then ran at Goodspeed Musicals in 2008 before opening on Broadway on February 19, 2009.  THE STORY OF MY LIFE received four 2009 Drama Desk Award nominations: Outstanding Music (Neil Bartram), Outstanding Lyrics (Neil Bartram), Outstanding Book (Brian Hill), and Outstanding Musical.

“I can’t believe that 20 years have passed since Kevin and I founded the Minneapolis Musical Theatre,” says MMT artistic director Steven Meerdink.  “A lot has changed and progressed in that time, for the theater as well as for the two of us as friends and professionals.  In some ways the story of the two characters in THE STORY OF MY LIFE, who are reliving and celebrating a life-long friendship, mirrors the process Kevin and I are going through as we see the end of an era drawing near.”

Hansen adds “I’m so proud of the success of the Minneapolis Musical Theatre and I count myself lucky to have been given the opportunity to work with some of the most talented professionals in the Twin Cities.  Change is always challenging, but it’s time for me to move into the next chapter of my journey and I move on knowing the organization is in extraordinarily capable hands.  In particular, Steven Meerdink’s vision and leadership remains firmly in place and MMT has a board of directors fully committed to continuing and growing MMT’s legacy.  I’m also very happy to once again share the stage with Steven.  THE STORY OF MY LIFE is an amazing story filled with laughter and tears and I can’t wait to share this story with our audience!”  
This activity is made possible, in part, by funds provided by the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council from an appropriation by the Minnesota Legislature.
MMT Cast and Artistic Staff

The cast of MMT’s production of THE STORY OF MY LIFE includes Steven Meerdink (Thomas Weaver) and Kevin Hansen (Alvin Kelby).  

The artistic staff includes Christine Karki (Director), Lori Maxwell (Musical Director), Grant Merges (Light Design), Darren Hensel (Scenic Design), Lucas Melchior (Sound Design), and Joyce Norman (Stage Manager).
MMT’s 2011-2012 Season

The new season kicked off with a reprise of Bat Boy: The Musical – one of MMT’s biggest selling shows.  This musical horror spoof - based on a story in The Weekly World News about a half boy/half bat creature - has had audiences rolling in the aisles since its critically-acclaimed Off-Broadway premiere.  (October 28 – November 13, 2011)

Up next, MMT cofounders Steven Meerdink and Kevin Hansen reunite on stage for the first time in six years in the area premiere of The Story of My Life, the touching and often humorous story of two childhood friends and how their relationship profoundly defined their lives.  This richly melodic musical is a soaring tribute to the power of friendship and the people who change our lives forever.  (March 9 – 25, 2012).

Gilligan’s Island: The Musical ends the season by bringing back all those well-known and beloved characters in a fun-filled musical comedy that is sure to please audiences of all ages.  Will they finally get off the island?  Hurricanes, quicksand and even an encounter with an alien all plot against them, but never give up on these seven determined castaways!  (June 8 – 24, 2012)
About Minneapolis Musical Theatre

Minneapolis Musical Theatre (MMT) is dedicated to providing community access to high quality, affordable works of musical theatre that have never or rarely been performed in the Twin Cities. Founded in 1992 originally as a touring troupe, MMT presented its first full season of musicals in the Twin Cities in the 2000-2001 season.  It has produced over 40 musical productions, including an impressive 22 area premieres, to significant critical and audience acclaim.  

Led by artistic director Steven Meerdink, MMT moved to its new home at the Illusion Theater in downtown Minneapolis in October 2008.  From 2002–2008, MMT performed downtown at Hennepin Stages (formerly Hey City Theater), and previously was the Company in Residence at the Bryant Lake Bowl Cabaret Theater.  For more information about MMT and its productions, visit www.aboutmmt.org.

(see next page for performance and calendar details)

THE STORY OF MY LIFE
Presented by Minneapolis Musical Theatre

March 9 – 25, 2012

Music and Lyrics by Neil Bartram
Book by Brian Hill
This activity is made possible, in part, by funds provided by the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council from an appropriation by the Minnesota Legislature.
Venue:

The Illusion Theater

8th Floor of Cowles Center for Dance and the Performing Arts

(formerly Hennepin Center for the Arts)

528 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis, MN  55403 (corner of 6th and Hennepin)

Tickets:

$25-$30

Box Office:  612-339-4944

Online:  www.aboutmmt.org
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

THE STORY OF MY LIFE
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Disc. = Post-show audience discussion (all attendees are invited to stay)
ASL/AD = American Sign Language (ASL) and Audio Described (AD) performance
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